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$2 


Produced and Distributed by the 
NCAA PUBLISHING SERVICE 
P.O. Box 1906, Shawnee Mission, Kansas 66222 


HOW TO USE THE OFFICIAL NCAA BASEBALL SCOREBOOK 


The Official NCAA Baseball Scorebook is published and distributed by the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association to provide coaches and officials with a uniform, official 
scorebook, Its use as an official scoring form, especially for all collegiate games, will 
standardize baseball scoring and assure a proper and compiete record of all games played, 
whether home or away. 


Most experienced baseball scorers have developed their own particular method for scoring a 
game. This book is designed to allow the continued use of those individual scorekeeping 
methods, within the overall framework of a standardized form, The scoring boxes have been 
designed with the least possible intrusion upon individual scoring methods. 


GENERAL INFORMATION: The blanks across the top of both scoring pages give general 
information about the game being scored, including the teams involved, date and site 


DEFENSIVE NUMBERS: In baseball scorekeeping, each player is commonly assigned a 
number corresponding to the following listing: 


1 pitcher 6 shortstop 

2 catcher 7 left fielder 

3 first baseman 8 center fielder 
4 second baseman 9 right fielder 


5 third baseman 
PLAYERS REACHING BASE: The following symbols commonly are used to record that a 
player has reached base: 


1B single (one base hit) BB or W_ base on balls (walk) 


RECORDING OTHER PLAYS: The following symbols commonly are used to record plays 
other than those in which a batter reaches base 


SAC sacrifice bunt DP double play 
SF sacrifice fly RBI run batted in 
K strikeout® F fly out (with number: 


PB passed bali F F-8 is to center field) 
WP wild pitch PO  putout 
BK. balk A assist 


‘some scorers distinguish between a swinging and called third strike by using the K backwards for called third 
strikes. 


SCORING A RUN: The lightly printed cross in the center of each scoring square may be used 
to “move the runner around the bases.'' Normally when this method of scoring is used, the 
four points are connected or the diamond is colored in when a run is scored. 


OFFICIAL SUMMARY COLUMNS: The batting and fielding summaries at the right of the 
scoring area and the pitching summary below the scoring area should be completed at the 
end of the game. After the columns are totaled, the appropriate numbers can be filled in on 
the box score proof, If the two sides of the proof agree, your box score is correct. 


MISCELLANEOUS SCOREKEEPING ITEMS: 
A. Outs—outs in each inning can be noted by numbering and circling them. Thus ® 
indicates the third out of an inning. 


B. Advancing runners—you can record the manner in which a Player moves up on the bases 
by using a number corresponding to the batter's position. Thus an 8 next to the 
diamond area between first and second base indicates that the runner advanced 
from first to second as a result of what happened while the center fielder was at bat. 


Please refer to the Official Scoring Rules, reprinted in this publication, and the sample 
scoring sheet for other situations. 


NCAA BASEBALL SCORING RULES 


2B double E error (with number: E6 is 
3B triple error by the shortstop) 
HR home run FC fielder's choice 
HBP hit by pitcher INT interference 

Batting Record 


SECTION 1. Each player's batting record shall include: 


a. In columns 1, 2 and 3 in the box score, the number of official times he batted, the runs he 
scored and the base hits he made. The batter is charged with an official time at bat 
whenever he completes his turn, unless he has been awarded first base as in 8-2-b, d ande, 
or he has been credited with a sacrifice (10-4), 

b. In the summary, the number of extra base hits (10-3), sacrifice hits and number of runs 
batted in (10-5). 


Base Hit 
SECTION 2. A base hit is credited to a batter when he advances to first base safely: 
a. Because of his fair hit (rather than because of a fielder's error as in 10-12). 


Exception—It is not a base hit if any runner is out on a force play caused by the batter 
advancing toward first base. 
b. Because a runner is declared out for being hit by a batted ball as in 8-4-i or the umpire is hit 
by a batted ball as in 8-2-f, 
c, When a fielder attempts to put out a preceding runner but is unsuccessful although there is 
no fielding error and the official scorer believes the batter-runner would have reached first 
base with perfect fielding. 


Extra Base Hit 

SECTION 3. A base hit for extra bases is credited to the batter when itis the sole reason for his 
safe arrival at a base beyond first. Any fairly batted fly ball which in flight clears a fence 250 
feet (76.2m) or more from home plate in fair territory, even though it may be deflected bya 
fielder, is a home run. 


Exception—If put out while oversliding second or third base, he is not credited with having 
reached such base. 


Sacrifice Hit 

SECTION 4. A sacrifice hit is credited to the batter when, with not more than one out, his bunt 
enables any runner to advance or his fair fly enables a runner to score, but which in either 
Case results in the batter being put out before he reaches first base or would have resulted in 
his being put out if the hit had been fielded without error. 


Run Batted In 

SECTION 5. A run batted in is credited to the batter when a runner scores because of: a base 
hit (including batter scoring on a home run); a sacrifice hit; any putout; a forced advance, 
such as for a base on balls or batter being hit, or an error, provided two are not yet out and the 
action is such that the runner on third base would have scored even if there had been no 
error. 


Exception—It is not a run batted in if there is a double play (10-11) from a force or one in 
which the batter is put out at first base. 


Strikeout 

SECTION 6. When a strikeout involves more than one batter, it is charged to the one who 
received two strikes. If no batter received more than one strike, it is charged to the batter who 
received the third strike. 


Stolen Base 

SECTION 7. Astolen base shall be credited to the base runner whenever he advances a base 
unaided (such as by a base hit, putout, error, balk, base on balls, wild pitch, passed ball or 
interference). 


Exceptions—1. Where any runner is thrown out on an attempted double or triple steal, no 
runner shall be credited with a stolen base. 

2. \f a base runner is touched out after oversliding a base, he shall not be credited with a 
stolen base. 

3. No stolen base shall be credited to a runner whose advance is the result of the opposing 
teams’ indifference. 


Fielding Record 

SECTION 8. Each player's fielding record shall include in columns 4, 5 and 6 of the box score: 
a. The times he put out a batter or runner. 

b, The times he assisted a teammate in putting out a runner. 

c. The number of errors he committed 


Putout 

SECTION 9, A putout is credited to a fielder who catches a batted ball in flight, touches out a 
runner or puts out a runner by holding the ball while touching a base to which a runner is 
forced to advance or return. 


Exceptions—1. When, the batter is called out for an illegally batted ball, for a foul third strike 
bunt, for being hit by his own batted ball, for interference with the catcher or for failing to bat 
in his proper turn, the putout shall be credited to the catcher. 

2. When a batter is declared out on an infield fly which is not caught, the putout is credited 
to the fielder who is nearest the ball at the time. 

3. When a base runner is out because of being hit by a batted ball, the putout shall be 
credited to the fielder nearest the ball at the time. 


Assist 

SECTION 10. An assist is credited to a fielder when he handles or deflects the ball during 
action which is connected with a putout or he handles the ball prior to an error which prevents 
what would have been a putout. If several fielders handle the ball or one fielder handles it 
more than once during a play, only one assist is credited to each of such fielders. 

NOTE—I, after a pitch, the catcher touches out or throws out a runner, the pitcher is not credited with an assist. 


Double Play, Triple Play 

SECTION 11. A double play or triple play is credited to one or more fielders when two or three 
players are put out between the timé a pitch is delivered and the time the ball next becomes 
dead or is next in possession of the pitcher in his pitching position. 


Error 

SECTION 12. An error is charged against any fielder (pitchers included) for each misplay 
which prolongs the time at bat of the batter or the life of a base runner or permits a runner to 
advance one or more bases. 


Exceptions—1. A base on balls, a base awarded to a batter for being hit by a pitched ball, a 
balk, a passed ball or a wild pitch shall not be scored as an error. 
2. No error is charged to the catcher for a wild throw in an attempt to prevent a stolen base 


_unless the base runner advances an extra base because of the wild throw. 


3. No player is charged with an error for a poor throw in an attempt to complete a double 
play unless the throw is so wild that it permits a runner to advance an additional base. 
However, if a player drops a thrown ball when by holding it he would have completed a double 
play, it is an error. 

4. A fielder is not charged with an error for accurately throwing to a base whose baseman 
fails to stop or tries to stop the ball, provided there was good reason for such a throw. If the 
runner advances because of the throw, the error is charged to the baseman or fielder who 
should have covered that base. 

5. If a fielder drops a fly ball but recovers the ball in time to force a runner, he is not charged 
with an error. 

NOTE—An error shall be charged to a fielder who commits an interference or obstruction which entitles the 
batter or runner to advance one or more bases 


Passed Ball 

SECTION 13. A passed ball is a ball which the catcher fails to stop or control when he should 
have been able to do so with ordinary effort and which enables a runner (other than the batter) 
to advance. When the third strike is a passed ball, permitting the batter to reach first base, 
score a strikeout and a passed ball, 


Fielder’s Choice 

SECTION 14. A fielder's choice is the action of a fielder who handles a fairly batted ball and, 

instead of throwing to first base to put out the batter-runner, throws to another base in an 

attempt to put out a preceding runner. The term is also used by official scorers to: 

a. Account for the advance of the batter-runner who takes one or more extra bases when the 
fielder who handles his fair hit attempts to put out a preceding runner. 

b. Account for the advance of a runner (other than by a stolen base or error) while a fielder is 
attempting to put out another runner. 


¢. Account for the advance of a runner made solely because of the defensive team's 
indifference (undefended steal). 


Pitcher’s Record 


SECTION 15. Each pitcher's record shall include in the summary; Number of innings pitched, 
base hits, runs, earned runs, bases on balls, strikeouts, hit batters and wild pitches. 


Wild Pitch 


SECTION 16. A pitcher shall be charged with a wild pitch when a legal pitch is such that a 
catcher cannot catch or control it with ordinary effort, so that a batter reaches first base or any 
runner advances one or more bases. 


Earned Run 


SECTION 17. An earned run shall be charged against a pitcher when a runner scores 
because of a safe hit, sacrifice hit, stolen base, putout, fielder's choice, base on balls, hit 
batter, balk or a wild pitch (even when the wild pitch is a third strike), provided that in each 
case it is before the defensive team has had an opportunity to make a third putout. 

No earned run shall be charged to.a relief pitcher if the runner was on base when the 
pitcher entered the game. Likewise, if a batter had more balls than strikes when such pitcher 
entered the game, the relief pitcher shall not be charged with a base on balls if the batter 
received the same. Any other action of the batter shall be charged to the relief pitcher. 


Strike Out 

SECTION 18. A strikeout is credited to the pitcher when a third strike is delivered to the batter 
even though the batter might reach first base, the third strike is a wild pitch or is not caught. It 
is also a strikeout if an attempted bunt on a third strike is a foul which is not Caught. 

Game Summary 

SECTION 19. The game summary includes the following: 

a. Total score and runs scored in each inning. 


b. Total times at bat against each pitcher. 


. Total runs scored against each pitcher including earned runs, together with number of 
innings pitched by each pitcher. 


. Total base hits against each pitcher. 
. Stolen bases for each runner. 
Sacrifice hits by each batter. 
. Extra base hits by each batter. 
. Runs batted in by each batter. 
Strikeouts for each pitcher and batter. 
Bases on balls for each pitcher and batter. 
. Wild pitches by each pitcher. 
Passed balls by each catcher. 
. Hit batters (including names of those hit) by each pitcher. 
. Balks against each pitcher. 
. Double plays, including participants. 
. Triple plays, including participants. 
. Number of runners left on base by each team 
Name of winning pitcher 
Name of losing pitcher. 
Names of the umpires. 
Time required to play the game. 


The summary should also contain the names of all pinch hitters and pinch runners and the 
players for whom they were substituted and the inning in which the substitution was made 
Mention should be made of the outcome of the pinch hitter’s efforts. When the home team 
Scores the winning run in the last inning played, a notation should be made as to the number 
of outs at the time. 


Determining Percentages 


SECTION 20. a. To determine the percentage of games won and lost, divide the total number 
of games won and lost into the number won 


b. To determine batting averages, divide the total number of times at bat into the total number 
of base hits. 

¢. To determine fielding averages, divide the total of putouts, assists and errors into the total 
of putouts and assists 
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d. To determine a pitcher's earned run average, divide the total runs earned during his 
pitching by the total number of innings he pitched, and multiply by nine (9). 


NOTE—In all cases where the remaining decimal is one-half or more, the next whole number is used 


Winning and Losing Pitcher 

SECTION 21. a. For all games of nine or more innings, a starting pitcher must pitch at least 
five (5) complete innings to receive credit as the winning pitcher, Additionally, his team must 
be in the lead when he is replaced and must remain in the lead for the rest of the game. 


b. If a game ends after five innings of play, the starting pitcher must pitch at least four (4) 
complete innings to get credit for the win. This also applies toa prearranged seven-inning 
game. a 

c. Where the starting pitcher does not pitch enough innings, the win is credited to a relief 
pitcher in the following manner: 


(1) No pitcher can get credit for the win if the opposing team goes ahead after he has left 
the game. 

(2) The winning relief pitcher shall be the one who is the pitcher of record when his team 
goes ahead and remains ahead throughout the remainder of the game. 


Exception—If a relief pitcher conforms to the above regulations but pitches briefly 
and ineffectively, do not credit him with the win; if a succeeding relief pitcher pitches 
effectively in helping to maintain the lead, he should be given credit for the win. 


(3) By prearrangement, if three (3) or more pitchers are to be used, the pitcher of record 
shall be considered the winning pitcher. The pitcher of record shall be the one whoisin 
the game at the time the winning team gains the lead and provided that the lead is never 
relinquished. 

d. When a batter or runner is substituted for a pitcher, all runs scored by his team during that 
inning are to his credit in determining the pitcher of record. 


€. The starting pitcher shall be charged with the loss if he is replaced at any time while his 
team is behind and remains behind for the remainder of the game. Similarly, any relief 
pitcher who is the pitcher of record when the opposing team assumes the lead and never 
relinquishes it is charged with the loss. 


f. To receive credit for a shutout, the pitcher must pitch the entire game or enter the game 
with no outs in the first inning and pitch the rest of the game without any runs scoring. 


Proving Box Score 

SECTION 22. To prove a box score, the total of the team’s times at bat, bases on balls 
received, hit batters, sacrifice bunts, sacrifice flies and batters awarded first base because of 
interference or obstruction must equal the total of the team’s runs, players left on base and 
the opposing team’s putouts 
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